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FGCN State President’s Report – Alice Hemsath 
     What a winter we have had!  Del and I received another garden catalog this week 

and did I pour over the pictures of daylilies, iris and peonies!  I think we all are anx-

ious for spring to come.  Perhaps we will appreciate spring more when it gets here?! 

     March 1 is when the next round of “Bloom Boxes” go on sale at the Nebraska 

Statewide Arboretum.  If you would like to purchase pollinator-friendly plants and 

have them delivered to your house, this might be the way to go!  I bought a box a 

couple years ago and planted the plants at our daughter’s house in Kearney.  It’s 

been fun to watch them grow and see what pollinators show up.  Go to:  plantnebras-

ka.org/bloom-box or give them a call the office at 402-472-7923.  They have boxes 

for schools and other locations, even the shade.  

     On a follow-up, National Garden Clubs, Inc. is looking for high quality pollinator friendly garden photos with gardeners 

working in them as part of their participation in the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge.  If you have photos or anticipate pho-

tos(!?) send them to Becky Hassebroek, BeckyHasse@aol.com, or call her 907-456-3066.  Yes, she lives in Fairbanks, Alaska!  

Now if I just had more space to plant pollinator-friendly plants.   

     I am planning a Gardening and Landscape Design Consultant Refresher Tour June 12th.  The tour from Kearney to Halsey 

and back will be 8 am to 8 pm.   The schedule is still tentative but I will let you know more later.   Cost will be $20 for bus/van 

rental and gas.  There are 2 meals scheduled, one in Broken Bow and the other in Arnold both will be on your own.  We’ll hope-

fully be exploring a wildflower-native grass farm, a stunning landscape in Broken Bow and then to the largest hand-planted for-

est in the United States at Halsey.  There we hope to tour their greenhouse facilities, seed bank and seedling beds.  Then a trip 

through the Sandhills!  One of my favorite trips!  Refreshing consultants will get priority seating and then the trip will be open to 

any gardener!  Deadline will be June 1st. 

     We are off to Biloxi, MS April 28th for the 90th NGC, Inc.  Donna Rouch will be installed as 3rd Vice President May 2nd.  

We are looking forward to that!  It’s hard to choose which tour to go on, but Del and I are going to tour the Crosby Arboretum.  

This is a native plant conservatory which should be interesting!  Del is going on a swamp tour May 1st.  We’ll have to ask him 

all about it! 

     Here is wishing you a weather warming-trend with no snow or ice!  I look forward to seeing you this spring and summer.   

. 

mailto:BeckyHasse@aol.com
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Awards Calendar 

     Due Dates  

 

March 10 = State - applications to Chairs, see page 

7 in this directory for all the Chairs 

31 = State - all applications for all awards to 

Christine Martin 

April 1=State Dues to State Treasurer 

29—May 2 =NGC, Inc. Convention in 

Biloxi, MS  
 

May 18 =West District meeting in Oshkosh 

June 8=East District meeting in Plattsmouth  
12=Consultant Refresher Tour to  

Halsey 

August 23-24 = RMR Annual meeting in Mis-

soula, MT  

September  
 

6-8, 2019  85th Annual FGCN Meeting, 

Scottsbluff, NE 

http://www.federatedgardenclubsofnebraska.com
http://www.federatedgardenclubsofnebraska.com


  

 

Looking at Attracting Birds in a Whole New Perspective 

By 

Patty Hancock 

 

If you want to attract birds to your property then consider this - birds feed their young insects. 

 

For your garden to be attractive to birds you need to plant trees, shrubs and plants that appeal to insects. 

 

While insects are busy pollinating plants for our food supply, they offer birds a constant food source from 

eggs to caterpillars to the insects themselves. 

 

There is a very wide variety of trees, shrubs, vines and plants for your selection. 

 

 

Using “Midwest Native Shrubs and Trees” for a guide, I’m listing some of the larger trees most prodigious 

insect attractors. Along with the insects remember practically all these plants produce another food source. 

Such as fruit or berries, seeds, nuts or acorns, while providing nesting sites. 

 

In the larger trees the winner is the oak family hosting 534 species of insects followed by blackcherry with 

452, willow with 435, birch 413, poplar, cottonwood & aspen 362, maple     215, elm 213, pine 203, hickory 

202, spruce 136, basswood-linden 150, walnut or butternut 150, birch 126, larch 121. 

 

In smaller trees it is oak, dwarf chinkapin, 584, cherry & plum 456, willow 450, birch 413, crabapple 319, 

blueberry & cranberry 233, blackberry & raspberry 163, service berry & juneberry 124. 

 

Think what a feast your bird friends can have and how much help it will be for them to raise their family 

when you plant to attract insects for their meals. 

 

Remember to start saving your egg shells, dry them in the microwave, break them up and store in a covered 

container. When the nesting birds return, scatter them out where the birds are scratching for food. 

 

Also a rubber pig pan of mud will help the swallows and robins if you are dry. 

 

Good luck attracting birds for 2019! 

 

Bird Chairman 



  

 

 

Blue Star Mothers 

By Marcia Crofutt,   

FGCN Blue Star Memorial Chairman 

 

 Earlier, I wrote about the Gold Star Mothers and Families who had lost a loved one in the mil-

itary, and the organization that was created to provide comfort and support to them.   

There is also an organization called Blue Star Mothers for those who have children who are veterans or 

active military service members.   

 Like a lot of us, I fit into both categories.  An uncle of mine was killed in WWII, making my 

grandmother a Gold Star Mother.  Even though he was killed before I was born, I still felt the loss when 

my father told of receiving the telegram and having to break the news to my grandmother.  My other 

three uncles served in the war, both overseas and stateside, and thankfully, were able to return home.  

 My husband served in Viet Nam, and my son was in Desert Storm.  Although I do not recall 

being called a Blue Star Mother during Desert Storm, a group of us local mothers met several times to 

support each other and share news of the war.     

 The Blue Star Mothers of America is a membership organization for mothers, stepmothers, 

grandmothers, foster mothers and female legal guardians who have children serving in the military, 

guard or reserves, or children who are veterans. There are two chapters in Nebraska that serve the east-

ern part of the state.  

  Kim Schneider is the chapter president of NE1 in Nebraska City.  And Lisa Compton is the 

chapter president of NE2 in Milford.  Lisa was kind enough to share with us this information about 

their chapter which meets in Lincoln, Nebraska. Thank you, Lisa. 

 We have 30 current members representing all branches of service. Our moms travel to 

Lincoln from Omaha, Milford, Beatrice, Courtland, Martel, and Eagle on the 2nd Sunday of 

each month for our membership meeting. We meet socially for dinner during an equally bene-

ficial night during the month, just to share joys and concerns. There are more Blue Star Moms 

that are west of Lincoln that we are in contact with. They just are not able to make the treck to 

Lincoln each month.  

 Our chapter is very active with fundraising to pay for care packages and postage that 

we send every 3-4 months to deployed military overseas.  The packages include snacks, let-

ters, and personal items. We helped a group of Lincoln students coordinate a donation drive to 

send packages to their teacher who serves in the National Guard and is currently deployed.  

 We support local veteran organization programs remembering Veterans Day, Pearl 

Harbor, Memorial Day, 911, and Wreaths Across America.  We also support Gold Star 

Moms, spending time with them, and including them in all activities that they wish to be a 

part of.  

 We support one another in this journey that most moms don’t understand. We laugh 

together, cry together, and care for one another.  I am very proud to be a Blue Star Mom.  In 

late August, my Blue Star Mom friend and I were on a road trip to visit my daughter at the Air 

Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colorado, for Parent’s Weekend.  We stopped at the 

Fort McPherson rest stop near Brady and took a selfie with the Blue Star Memorial Marker 

there. 

So, thank you for bringing glory to the unsung heroes of military moms. 

Land of the Free, because of the Brave. 
Lisa Compton 

 

For more information about the Blue Star Mothers, how to join one of the chapters, or perhaps 

organize a new chapter, look up “Blue Star Mothers in Nebraska” on your computer.  
  



  

 

How to Start a Club 

Do you enjoy getting together with friends for fun? Do you love to meet new people and talk about the new plant you 

placed in your garden or the stunning floral design you made for your church? Wow! You are ready to start a garden 

club! What type of garden club you have is your decision. You are the creator. Have fun and enjoy your club! It is easy 

to start a garden club and National Garden Clubs, Inc. Membership Committee and your State 

Garden Club are here to help you. If you don’t know how to contact your state garden club, just dial 314-776-7574 for 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. and ask to be in touch with the Membership Committee. We are eager for you to join and 

be part of the fun! It takes only one person besides you to start a garden club! 

 

Where to Find Members 

Post flyers where gardeners frequent: nurseries, garden centers, botanical gardens, libraries, book stores, parks, organic 

restaurants, food co-ops, environmental stores, feed centers, community gardens, community centers, social media, 

take out a small classified ad in small local newspapers or neighborhood newsletters, ask neighbors and friends to join. 

 

Select a Club Name, Meeting Place and Time 

You may select a name for your club now, if you are going to advertise for members, or you may wait until you have 

members and make it a group decision. Think of the possibilities! Be as flexible as possible to accommodate busy 

schedules. Set the date and time for the first meeting; then club members determine what day and time works best. Free 

meeting rooms are often available at libraries, churches or community centers. Local nurseries might be willing to do-

nate space in exchange for free advertising to club members. Many clubs meet in a 

member’s home. As your club membership grows, you may outgrow space for new members. New members who do 

not know anyone in your club may be apprehensive about coming into someone's home. Then you may consider a pub-

lic place for meetings. 

 

Voting 

Everyone has a voice in making decisions for the club. Voting can be by raised hands, by voice, by ballot or any 

other way that is fair. Remember: when decisions are made, the majority rules. 

 

Club’s Purpose and Goals Decide what type of club are you want to have for example gardening, floral design, 

environmental, etc. 

 

Possible Activities with Your Friends 

Nursery Crawl: gather friends and travel to a variety of nurseries. Demonstrations: e.g., make hypertoufa pots. Con-

struct a living wreath. Design small bouquets to take to the nursing home on Mother’s Day or any day. Garden Tour: 

tour club members’ gar-dens. Plant Dig: Help gardeners divide their plants and take a plant home as a remembrance. 

Surprise Boxes: Bring a box with a surprise inside for every member. Surprises may be a bulb, packet of seeds, small 

starter pots, etc. Do this for several meetings. Have the members guess what the surprise is and the winner gets the first 

pick. Wind Chimes: Construct wind chimes with colorful glass beads, bells and drift wood. Caring: Help a fellow gar-

dener with his/her yard during illness. Community: Help a community project reach its goal. 

 

Organize Your Club 

*Elect officers. Minimum number of officers needed is president, secretary and treasurer. As your club grows, you may 

want to add more officers and committee chairs. *Determine the amount of dues based on expenses of programs, rent and 

projects. *Write Bylaws: rules made by the club’s members to provide order to a business 

meeting. *Standing Rules: rules that change often. *Secretary’s Report: important decisions that occurred during 

the meeting. *Treasurer’s Report: list of revenue, expenses and balance remaining. 

 

Enjoy your club and club members! 



  

 

 
‘ 
 

Horticulture 

Del Hemsath, Chair 

 

 

Well, it is time to begin thinking about SPRING! Seed catalogs coming, longing for more sun, tired of looking out the win-

dows and not getting your hands dirty, lots of yearnings for the smell of earth – you get the picture. Well, here is something 

else to think about – Bees. I thought I knew a lot about insects including bees, but my eyes were opened and my mind renewed 

when I attended the annual Nebraska Arboretum fall presentation held in Lincoln. This annual event is a way to see other gar-

deners and tree lovers from all over Nebraska. Each year, a special speaker gives information on a particular topic. This year it 

was on bees and pollinators presented by Heather Holm. The talk was way too short as I could have listened for hours about 

the presenter’s passion on beneficial insects. So here are a few highlights from her presentation and book. 

 

How many species of native bees are there in Nebraska? 100, 200, 500, 1000? Perhaps someone has done a complete study, 

but Heather indicated that about 500 or more bee species are in our State. Really? Most of us think of honeybees, but those 

insects are introduced and not native. Plus, there are many bees that do not sting and many that we never see because we are 

not looking in the correct place. Many nest in the ground, in flower stalks, dead trees, shrub branches or under leaf residue. We 

don’t look there for bees – do we? Many bee species are predators, that is, feeding on other insects that are harmful to our gar-

dens. Many are pollinators also. So when we see some insect on a flower, we think it is a stinging bee, but many times it is a 

friendly insect that mimics another insect and thus provides protection from predators. I often think of kids that I have seen in 

gardens that when they see any insect, they scream and run for the gate. What a shame! Insects are something that should be 

watched, protected and valued because our food supply depends upon various types of insects for pollination. Our flowers, 

trees, shrubs and flowering plants in general, depend upon a wide variety of insects to sustain life. Obviously there are some 

insects that cause damage and through our misguided objective of protecting the crops with insecticides, we have caused loss 

of beneficial insects. It seems like a domino effect in many ways. Our human concern for the larger species of animals that we 

either enjoy seeing or using for our meat supply, we have ignored the ones we cannot see unless we actually look for. There 

are many other insects that mimic bees but are actually flies. So when we casually see something that looks like a bee, we 

make an assumption and that could be false. 

 

So what does this have to do with us who love flowers and love to garden? Well, we are doing many things correctly by not 

using insecticides that harm all insects or hand picking the bad bugs off our plants, but perhaps we could do more to protect 

those little beneficial creatures that we see in our flower beds or landscape. The one method that you don’t want to hear is this: 

do not clean up your flower beds. What? You mean I need to look at the dead stuff all winter? Yes, that is what it means, well, 

sort of. One can cut back the old flower stalks but leave at least 18 inches of the old stalk for the wild bees to use as egg laying 

sites for over-wintering. Leave the mulch on the surface of the soil which might be leaves or other compost. Now maybe you 

really can’t stand all the messy appearance but perhaps one can leave an area unattended that is out of your site so you don’t 

freak out. 

Plant a variety of plants to provide flowers all summer, include grasses, shrubs, open areas, bare soil, etc. Another words, do 

not plant monocultures. And of course we have mostly monocultures in our communities with the “grass” only yards, but don’t 

get me started on that.  

So what is the punch line here? Pay attention to what you are planning for your garden or landscape or flowerbed. Plan for 

yearlong flowers and plants, let the residue be a wintering site, avoid pesticides if possible, pay attention to what is visiting 

your plants. Is it a bee, a fly, a wasp, a beetle, a moth, a butterfly, a hummingbird? You provide a vast habitat for insects but 

we all could do a better job if we get connected to nature as a partner. 

 

Need additional information?  

Visit the authors website: www.PollinatorsNativePlants.com 

 

Her latest book in entitled – “Bees – An Identification and Native Plant Forage Guide”. Much of what I related to you is from 

this book. It is a wonderful winter time reading and educational source of information. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

http://www.PollinatorsNativePlants.com


  

 

BOOK REVIEW: The Art of Gardening by  R. William Thomas 

                                  Timber Press 2015  

                                    338 pages  

I like surprises so I seldom read ahead about the gardens that I plan to visit.  Occasionally though, I 

forsake my usual ways and surprise myself.  In the case of my visit last spring to the Chanticleer Gar-

den in Wayne, Pennsylvania—it was the best coarse to take.  The Art of Gardening served as an entic-

ing preview, guide and keepsake.  Rob Cardillo’s photography in the book is simply excellent. 

 Chanticleer is a forty-eight acre pleasure garden within an hours drive of Philadelphia on a 

good traffic day.  It owes its origin to Adolph Rosengarten Jr. who first came to Chanticleer in 1913 

when his parents built the main house as a country retreat from Philadelphia.  Adolph Jr. loved garden-

ing and planting trees.  His legacy includes both the underused and familiar trees.  Splendid oaks, sour-

woods as well as the Oriental  spruce and cutleaf European beeches were just a few of his choices. 

 The Art of Gardening is presented under two simple headings: Design and Plants.  Under the 

design banner a number of topics are addressed and exampled with gorgeous pictorials.  An Asian 

wood with a bamboo theme is explored; transitions from spring into summers are handled; using rib-

bons of grasses as a unifying element; container culture; the role of the arts and crafts—all these and 

more counsel the reader. 

 Under the plant section is housed advice and suggestions concerning trees, shrubs, water fea-

tures, water plants, vines, bulbs, shade plants and edibles.  Plus there’s lists of annuals for cut flowers 

and self-sowers..perennials, grasses,etc.  There’s plenty of commentary on which elements worked and 

those that came up short.  Chanticleer’s gardening philosophy is not unlike the home gardener—let’s 

take a risk and see how it fares!  Part of the beauty of Chanticleer is that it is an adventurous blend of a 

number of different gardening rooms (and some of those rooms are super-sized).  Each area is over-

seen by a different gardener so there are multiple layers of expression in the garden yet it is seamlessly 

combined to present a pleasurable whole. 

 If you want to stroll visually through a beautiful garden and learn something of the plants, de-

sign, or creator of that section—it is available in The Art of Gardening.  If  you want to visit such a 

garden it is all the more recommended to first stroll through the pages before wandering down the ac-

tual paths.   

 After the visit The Art of Gardening offers the chance to recall vividly some of the favorite 

scenes—captured in perfect light by an experienced photographer.  

 Whether or not a visit is upcoming, sauntering through the pages of The Art of Gardening will 

delight and educate and stir the imagination with new possibilities for one’s own garden! 

 

Charlotte Swanson 

Book Review Chairman 



  

  

Western District 

Myra Ring 

Western District has been busy working on the State Meeting that is going to be held on September 6 and 

7 in Gering Nebraska.  Many things are being planned from interesting speakers, to activities, and tours 

for Friday afternoon.  Gering Nebraska area has many things to do.  It has a lot of history of the Oregon 

Trail, the Scottsbluff Monument, Legacy of the Plains Museum, shopping and many other things to do.  

We hope you will come and join in the fun.   

 

You are invited to 

Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska Annual Meeting 

“Fall Follies”  
Gering Nebraska 

September 6 – 7 2019 
Lodging Information 

Cobblestone Hotel & Suites 

960 M Street 

Gering, NE 69341 

                                                                           gering@staycobblestone.com 

 

Lodging Information 

Room Rates are as follows: 

Two Queen Guestroom Non Smoking - $95.00 plus tax 

Two Queen Studio Suite Non Smoking – could sleep up to 6 people - $95.00  

We only have three of these rooms available 

Room Cutoff date is August 6, 2019 for the above room rate. 

Chimney Rock 

Scottsbluff National Monument 

mailto:gering@staycobblestone.com


  

 
STARTING CHRISTMAS CACTUS FROM SEED 

BY 

Marcia Crofutt 

Most of us are familiar with growing Thanksgiving cactus and Christmas cactus from a stem that has broken 

off the main plant.  You just stick the stem of three to five jointed segments into a pot of well-draining cactus 

potting mix.  Water sparingly and it will take root.  I have started many new plants this way. 

I was surprised in November, when my cousin gave me two stems from her Christmas cactus that had pink 

seed pods on on them. I have tried pollinating the cactus  with no success.  And she got seed pods without 

even trying!     The picture below shows one pink seed pod with last year’s dried up blossom still at-

tached.  You also notice two buds on the other stem segment.   

 

Cutting the seed pod open revealed many tiny little seeds in a thick gel like substance.  

I read that I should wash the seeds to remove the gel so you could get individual seeds to plant.    I put the 

seeds in a coffee filter in a strainer, and ran water over them.  They did spread out a little on the filter.  But 

even after the filter dried, I could not get the tiny seeds off of the filter to plant.  So, I cut up the coffee 

filter and placed the seeds and paper on the cells (pictured below), and sprinkled a little soil over the top 

I put the potting strips in a disposable cake pan with a plastic lid and put them in 

a sunny window in the kitchen.   It is important to keep constant conditions, not 

to let them dry out, nor get them too wet.  One resource said to dry the seeds 

and plant them in the spring, I suppose when it would be warm.  A seed germi-

nation mat may be a good idea for starting seeds in the winter time when house 

temperatures are cooler. 

Continued on next page 



  

 

It took about 3 weeks before I could detect any new plants with a magnifying glass.  I only got six babies out of 24 cells that I 

planted.  A month later, the seedlings have not grown much and still look like these seedlings as pictured on December 20.    

 From the information I have read and on-line videos I have watched, it will take three to five 

years or longer to get respectable sized plants and possible blooms.  This was a fun experiment, 

but I think I will stick to the process of rooting Christmas cactus from cuttings.  

  

*The green, flattened, leaf-like structures that make up the majority of a Christmas Cac-
tus are actually modified stem segments called cladodes. 

DUES ARE DUE BY APRIL 1, 2019 

State dues are $10.00 for a single and $11.50 for a couple for 1 year and are due on April 

1,2019 to the  

State Treasurer  

Lorraine Patrick 

3716 Schuemann Dr. 

Bellevue, NE  68123 

402-802-2248 

Lorraine_patrick0809@yahoo.com  

mailto:Lorraine_patrick0809@yahoo.com


  

 

 

Is it ever going to warm up this spring? This is the most common question that I receive from gardeners and customers that call into the 

Extension Offices in central and western Nebraska. Slowly but surely, the weather is warming up. Along with warming air temperatures, 

our soil temperature is warming up too. This is key to the timing of planting vegetable crops for success. 

While retail stores have had vegetable seeds for a while and soon vegetable transplants, the weather and the soil temperatures have not 

been favorable for planting a number of vegetable crops in the ground. Planting in soil temperatures that are too cool will lead to poor 

seed germination and stunted plants that will not produce to their full potential during the growing season. This is going to be especially 

true for tomato, pepper, and vine crops that do not tolerate cool soil temperatures or even a light freeze. 

One of the most valuable gardening tools in my opinion is the soil temperature thermometer. They are easily purchased at garden centers 

or online from supply catalogs at a reasonable price. They can be used for years if they are kept clean and in good repair. For that reason-

able price, these handy tools can track when the soil temperature is ready for growing vegetable crops, or other applications such as when 

to apply pre-emergent herbicides on the home lawn. 

How do soil thermometers work, and how does a person use it correctly track soil temperatures? First, decide when to record soil temper-

atures. It is crucial to use the same time each day test the soil temperature in the area where it is desired. To gain a more informed idea of 

soil temperature, it is important to test the soil for four consecutive days at the same time. Here is a picture of the soil thermometer that I 

used to test the soil temperature at the West Central Research and Extension Center in North Platte, on April 5, 2018. 

The next crucial step is to follow the instructions on the soil thermometer completely to gather a valid reading. A number of soil ther-

mometers will require the instrument to be shoved into the ground in the same place for three to four inches deep, and waiting at least five 

minutes before taking the reading. After repeating this process at the same time of day, over a series of days according to the thermometer 

directions, a valid soil temperature reading can be obtained. After writing down the soil temperature reading for four or more days, some 

decisions can be made on when to wait or plant a crop based off that series of soil temperatures. Did the soil temperature vastly fluctuate 

during that four day span of data? Are the soil temperatures fairly consistent or exactly the same? If these temperature readings are con-

sistent, and meet the minimum soil temperature for the intended vegetable crop, it is time to plant based off of soil temperatures. 

For the sake of simplicity, there are a few vegetable crop groupings that use similar soil temperatures. According to Oregon State Univer-

sity Extension, here are those groupings: 

• 40 Degree Fahrenheit Plant Grouping – These vegetable crops include arugula, fava beans, kale, lettuce, pak choi, parsnips, peas, 

radicchio, radishes and spinach seed. 

• 50 Degree Fahrenheit Plant Grouping – These vegetable crops include Chinese cabbage, leeks, onions, Swiss chard, and turnips. 

• 60 Degree Fahrenheit Plant Grouping – These vegetable crops include beans, beets, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrots and 

cauliflower. Do be careful with planting beans since they are prone to be damaged by a freeze. 

• 70 Degree Fahrenheit Plant Grouping – These vegetable crops include tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, cucumbers, squash, corn and 

melons. These crops are very prone to a light freeze, and may take a while to germinate even when the soil is at this temperature. 
For more information on vegetable crops and soil temperatures, please refer to the full article from Oregon State University at: http://

extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/2018/03/stick-thermometer-soil-planting-vegetables for specific information. 

For those gardeners who do not access to a garden soil thermometer, the Nebraska Extension Crop Watch website does track soil temper-

atures across Nebraska. Simply click on the website at https://cropwatch.unl.edu/cropwatchsoiltemperature and scroll down the page to 

find a soil temperature testing station close to your location. 

Don’t guess, test that soil temperature before you plant in the garden! For more information about vegetable gardening in central and 

western Nebraska, contact David Lott, District Horticulture Educator, by following my blog, Nebraska Gardener, at https://

nebrgardener.wordpress.com. Gardeners can also contact me via email at dlott2@unl.edu, or by calling my office at (308) 696-6781. 

Please leave a message if I do not answer. All calls are forwarded to me when I am out of the office! 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/2018/03/stick-thermometer-soil-planting-vegetables
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/2018/03/stick-thermometer-soil-planting-vegetables
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/cropwatchsoiltemperature
https://nebrgardener.wordpress.com
https://nebrgardener.wordpress.com
mailto:dlott2@unl.edu


  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER OF NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska 
110 East 39th Street, Apt E1 
Kearney, NE  68847 
 
Address Service requested 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil Sisters and Misters Garden Club Christmas Tree at Trails and 

Rails Museum, Kearney, NE  November 3-9, 2018 
Members left to right are Lyn Krabiel, Rhonda Berger, JoAnn Lilly, Catherine 

Riggleman and Jan Miller 

Every year the garden club decorates a “real” tree at the museum with ornaments 

using natural materials.  You can see the hydrangea and fabric enhances pine 

cones.  The theme was “Sum, sum, summertime, Christmas in July”.  The club is 

the only organization that is allowed to decorate a real tree and they have been 

doing this for as long as our oldest members can remember the museum having a 

Christmas Tree Walk which would be 30 years! 


